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Paſlive Obedience 

_, DETECT En 
Whercin is briefly Demonſtrated, That the 
Firſt Reformers were far from Maintaining it in 
the Author of that Hiſtory and his Party's:Sence. 


It 1s plamly Evinced that it cannot be deduced from 
the Homilies, Articles, Tajunctions or Canons, Liturgy and 
Biſhops of the Primitive Engliſh Church, And all theſpeci- 
ous Pretences he makes for it are fully Anſwered, | 


By Tim. Wilſon, M. A; and Redtor of Kings Noth in Kent. j 
Licens'd acco:ding to Dzver. | 


Prov, XXIII. 23. + 
Buy the Truth, and Sell it not. 


becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into the World, 1 St. John, IV. 1. 
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Vanity and Falfity | 


AD ALSO | { 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they are of God, | \ 
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Vanity and Falſiry 
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HIS T Oo R 
Paſſive Pbedience, &c. 


T': + E _ of Paſſive Obedience ſince + Mis Either they hou againſt cn, 
ery large and 


e Reformation, tells us, That it was tion, and Rebellion, in ] 
the Doctrine o yl Ages. Terms: as all Diykites. ps: ho Ge Fo Perſwa- 
To which I return this plain Anſwer : fion, do, as a moſt heinous and unnatural wick- 
Our Noble ay Blefſed aces Yor * 69 —_ pr Ts any ow Caſe. 
reftant Divines ( as we who oppoſe Paſſive Obed:- Se peak f Kings Ruling 
ence, do at this day.) declare, that the King's cording to the Laws of their .  Sups 
Power is of God, yea, that all Power is of God ; I ſhould ſay ina Sermon, Good Chriſtian Peo 
thar Kings are G |, Minifters and Vice-gerents; ye muſt in no caſe, or for no cauſe Reſiſt 51 
that are God's Ordinance, and are not to be William, for he that Reſiſteth, receive td 
Refiſted, bur Obeyed ; not only for Wrath, bur himſelf 'Danmation. Would any Man ' (oh ; : 
alſo for Conſcience ſake : That God is the only Knows my. ARIES gment ) from ſuch words cc lac 
Ruler of Princes; that neither Herefie nor Infi- thatT am for Pa 
deliry abſolve Subjects from their Allegiance and ner rather conclude, that I am ponies for © dt- 
Duty to Kings. This, and the like is granted on ence ts the Ki King, and harbour no jealouſie of ny 
all hands. And this is all that I could ever Col- Governors, but have a ſtrong EE 
lect from the Homilies, Articles, InjunCtions, or he will Rule according to Law ; ny is 
Canons, Lirurgy, and firſt Biſhops of the Prote- and that his Subjects 1 may lead a 
ſtant Engliſh Church. able Life, in all Godlineſs and ': And; 
So thar I ſhall premiſe theſe General Rules, for doing their Dury, may affure cheraſeteSs of all 
the underſtanding of the Judgment of the firſt the benefits of good Government: Phe 4 pc 
Reformers, and of other later Divines by him faith, Whoſorver reſiſteth the Power, r 
mentioned. Go nance of God, and they that 
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Ve muſt in no caſe refiſt; and thar it 
Lawful for Inferiors and Subjects in any 
refit: and ſtand againſt the Superior Pow- 
'{T hope this Aurhor will acknowledge, that 
Homilies ſpeak in the ſame ſence with St. 
aul } We ſay fo roo. . 

"But the Queſtion is, whether Paul calls Defen- 
ve Arms againſt Illegal Proceedings and Univer- 
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at it 1s not the Reſiſtance of which Sr. Paul 
eaks. And the Author: brings no Reaſon to 
rove it is. Bar we give Reaſons for our-Inter- 
retation. And this is one; Neither God, nor 
fan gives Authority to Governors ro Oppreſs. 
Jear what a Learned Man anda graveDivine faith, 


F refiſterth the Higheſt Men ſhall receive Damna- 
21h; bur whoſoever ſhall reſiſt -rhe-- Power, 
F Let every one be ſubject, nar to the will of the 
Higheſt Men, bur to the Higher Powers. 

ereis a great deal of difference between theſe 
wo. The Higher Powers, that is, that Autho- 
iry that God and man hath put upon ſuch a Man. 
tis 'EZuo1a, not avrews, that mult be Sub- 


efiſting Power, Authofity, * 


Enful Laws, and ſo give Authority. to any to force 
ience, we fay here, there muſt be either Fly- 
ng. or Paſſive Obedience. -Bur if one that is.-in 
Luathoriry con s out of his own will, and 
not by Law, I Refiſt no Power, no Authority at 
Il. if 1 neither Actively, nor. Paſſively Obey : 
To; I do not fo much as refiſt abuſed Authority. 
This may ſeem ſtrange ar. firſt, burif you think 
pf ir, you will believe it. We diſtinguiſh berween 
he Man that hath the Power, and the Power of 
hat Man, and fay though the Power muſt nor 
be Refiſted according to the letter and ſenſe of rhe 
Text,.yer the Tllegal. Will and Ways of the Man 
may be Reſifted, withour the leaft Offence againſt 
the Text. Bur of the Homilies I ſhall ſpeak: in 


due place. bn & #5 
F” Or, Thirdly, They ſpeak .of Perſonal Infirmi- 
ries and'Crimes of Crnces, of which God alone 
is the Avenger and Judge. _- C -:- 

-” Or, Fourebly, They Road of Tyranny in Exer- 


BT > 


phemſelver Danmation, . The Homilies Or, Fifthly, They hyperbolize 


L Opprefſion Damnable Reſiſtance, We ay, 


"The Apoſtle doth not ſay expreſly, Whoſoever . 


eted ro, and not Reſifted. 'We profeſs a ol _ by others in all games, { ſfometime#'Se6 


: ad AC 
who have power to-make/Laws, ſhalkmake 


in zzalous Ex- 
prefſions from an abhorrence of febellion, and 
due Reverence of Sacred Majeſty and Crowned: 
Heads, God's Anointed, and Prices of greateſt. 
Merit and Renown. As if I ſhculd fay of His 
preſent Majeſty, {in an Exrtaſie of Joy ypon Medi- 
ration of our great Deliverance) F' is the Earthly 
God and Saviour of England : Could- any from 
hence rationally infer, that I dem! Defenſive Arms 
in ſome caſe ? | | 

Or, $:xthly, They Write ih times wherein Ar- 
bitrary-power and Innovations-got footing : And 
ſo our of blind Zeal, and ( as I may ſay ) Super- 
ſtirious Devotion to Princes ; or our of Prejudice ; 
or they were Court-parafites and Flatterers, as 
. Mountague, Manwaring, Sibthorp, Parker, 
Cartwright, '&c. or poſſeſſed with ſome other 
evil Aﬀection : Or they wrote zealouſly againſt 
the Pope's Supremacy, and his pretended power 
of Excommunicating and ling 


againit the Affafſination and Murdering of Prin- 
y 


ces, juſtified by ſome Jeſuits mo'!t Audacioufly: * 
Or, Laſtly, They have ſpoken their own Senti- 
ments and private Opinions, not the Doctrine of 
the Church-of England; 'and have been 
,lome- 
/C flor of fame' Communion and 
Church; and;-by:Men of as - great Knowledge, 
Piety, and Loyalry both to King and Country : 
And theſe have been both of the Clergy and 
Laity , as far as with due Reverence ro -thew-Su-t - 
periors they could. .Bur ſurely no man in his Sen- 
ſes, can think that a whole. Kingdom is to be 
made a Sacrifice to the perverſe Will- and Luft of 
a Tyrant, who diſpenſerh- with all Laws; and-«is 
reſolved to Rule Arbirrarily, and will hearken to. 
no_ Petitions, &c. | = 
And thus having Samuel theſe general Rules 
for our plain Underftanding, I deſcend to the par- 
ciculars of this Hiſtory. And firſt, T will conſi- 
der his Preface. WERE 
He begins thus. Having a/ways thought, that 
the Dofrine of PaJive Obedience, or Non-reſi- 
ſtance of our Lawful Superiors,' had been a Da- 
Arine founded in the Holy, Scriptures, recom- 
mended to the Chriſtian World by the Precepes 


- and gn 1a of our Bleſſed Saviour, and the: 


Prattice of by more immediate Followers ; which 
Copy the Church of England hath exatly Tran. 
ſeribed, to whoſe Immortai Glory it muſt be {aid, 
that ſhe alone ( in contradiſtinion both to-Pa- 
piſts and Diſſenters bath aſſerted the Principles 
of Obeatence to Princes, as the beſt Ages of Chri- 
fitamty own?d, and pratiiſedit. *\. © 
Anfiv. 


_ . of the Biſhops and Clergy, to juſtifie 


- hunfelt, 


Anſiv. This Author Thongtes are-no Rule 
for us to-live by: -And I make no queſtion (if 
he will lay. aſide Prejudice ) but that he will. ſe 
reaſon to his mind, and to acknowled E, 
that Paſſive Obedierice in his. ſenſe, is no 
rine founded in; the- Holy - Scriptures, - &c. And 
that the Chureb of England hath tranfcribed/no 
fach-Copy as he ſpeaks of.” 'For it. would benor 
the Immortal-Glory,'but the Everlaſtin _ 

Do- 
drine /as-- muſt -neceffarily bring Slavery upon 
their Native Country.” As if Chritt ens hide the 
World not to fave mankind, but deſtroy 'it; and 
God had left all. Political. Society 'to be a Prey 


_ to Wolves:: For fa Tyrants: are.called: 


Obj. Themazter:o Fact as tothe firſt es of 
Reformation,-is'denicd : (So the "Author brings 
us in objecting ):while ſome affirm, rhar the” Te- 
net is no older” than Arch-biſhop Laud, and way 


introduced by a-few Court-Biſhops, rhe bertey ro 
make way for the artaining and citabliſhing of 
theirown Grandeur 


Anſw We'fay, that/the' Doftrine' of Paſſive 
Obedrence: ih-this Authors! fen(c, was nottau he 
by the :fieſt Bleſſed Reformers ; and thar it 
abour rhe-latter end of the Reign of King- Faxes 
the-Firſt;-as:we hope ro prore-in-the-- | 
Diſcourſe.And we' fear Temporal- Intereſt, : 
fomewhar of rhe humour-.of - Drozrephes; who 
loved 16 have the Pretieminence, more thah -Zeal 
t0 propagate--the "Truth, of: the: Goſpel broughr 
mo. | this, and ſome other like;Doctrines, 
8 wh ſay; our firſt Reſormers were whol- 


OD Doctrine of Paſ ve Oledievras can- 


not os unſeaſonable, Gihce-no Goverhmenr cart be. 


ſafe withour; ir. 

4nſw. Some Meriliavea great fondneſs for their 
own Opinions, -- Is there any Kingdom, -State, or 
Government in Chriſtendom, that thinks as: this: 
Author: Waites 2 -Afd, muſt bis {p/s Dexi+ ſuffice ; ? 
For: hes no\ Reaſon...  Is.there:.no--way:'to 
avoid Fadhion,' Sedirion, and Rebellion; bur by 
teaching-Men ro-deny their Senſes, *and-be calm; 
kkeirhocent | Lambs, while the -moft! Barbarous. 
Pap:iſts would cur their Throars, and ruine their 
Poſtenry 2 
Whatif bowl Libellers, as Par/on3the Jeſuir, 
Milton, &c.Traduce the beſt of God's: Anoin- 
ted? . And-. what if: Rebels. Murder the beſt of 


» Kings, nuuſt nor therefore the Inhocent+ defend 


themſelves? Was David Wicked for defending 
by force of Arms'againſt the, Tyfanny of 
Saul papa: Abjalom wasa Rebel ad expoſed 


his' Fathers - admirable© Reign? It is the Tab: 


" Lat 


tion laid on us of _ 


_ Turns. *Jnrheir Pra 
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makes a thing Juſt;;or Unjuſt. Ev 
may ſee the Fallacy*of ſuch Ar 1 
fare P Paſſive ve Obedience was'fo un afonable in or 4 
days, thar it had almoſt Ruined the moſt . G! 2 
es is RS intage + 
ws,. roperty. Suck adv "2 
had the nn Br Feſurts made of ir. 
Obj. Did we'ferionfly the Laws of- Fit 
vidence,- and - confider' the indifpenſible Obliga- 
the Croſs: Did we 
remember that AMicti 5s he Churches Portion ; 
and that not:the jeaſt E Evil may be done to pro- 
cure the greateſt Good, this: Doctrine would be 
_ cakily- Believed, and more readily Embra- | 


nſw. God's Providence aridHaman Pridkiice, 
are not'" Inconfiſtetar. ” Bur *God- requires of .us. 
the uſeof Mrans/1o/deliver- our ſelves-out of Af- 
fliction. And: we ſay in' ſome 'caſe- it is fo far- . 
from being Evil; rhat it is- a /tmoſt Heroick Vet-- 
rue, when God- inſpires-the Nobles- of a Nation'to 
though: Afton jache Cinerelt: 7; 

g isrhe portion, 

© God 'gives-us. : days,-0r* in our Roe. 
we have: ty to free” our ſelves (from 
Agyptian Task-maſters, ir is both Sin and: 'Folly 
ro continue in-Bondage 

Ob; This is' rhe Doctiine of Hobbs, and Par- 
ſons theJeſuit, That Power "1s Originally in the 
Bay. of the' People 5 that. the. Faandation-of all 


Government: 45. laid in Compatth; and\ thats the / ; 


breach: of ;Conditions.-by.-one\\Party; diſpenſeth 
with the Duty of the orber,jr, confirmed with 
Sacraments: \Oaths, and. erated; Promiſes. 

Anſa.-- That -all Goverametit is. Truft; "and 


founded in Covenant;4 +have-elſewhere proved _ 


And though we fay,:thar- all - Power. is of God 
yet the: Lumiration, - Qualification, and -Deſigna- 
tjon: ofithe Perſon, or Soveraign;'and the Form 
of-, Regirhent, :4s! ar; Ordlinance/of-Man-” And 
we:aftkrm, 'thar if our -Pricice; ſuffers) ina; good 
Gauſe;:as in a Rebdliony]| weare bound:te Suffer 
withi bj. And this is not -Hobbts/m." Bur if Hobos 
ownsrfome- Triiths: that! we; and-alb-wiſe Polit 
tians, and moſt Reformed -Divines' own, 1s Fruth * 
the worſe? Whar if the [Devil ſaid, Feſu5,thou 
Son of + God, tmaſt -not»we ſay” ſo likewiſe 3+ 
Leave off theſe: ſcoliſh Impurations.*. As for! the 
Papifts;' (as akcared Divine hath obſerved) they 
hokl and'practiſe againſt this;'and} for;. this; and * 
beyoud-/this,-as. they fee:they; may ſerve their own | 
,cſpecially of late, they” © 
have kaboured: 10 intuſc lato the:People,” Yea, pan _— 


FA 


into Princes, an Opinion of their Abſolute Pow- 
er, as conceiving it for rbe preſent moſt condu- 
cing to their ends, who have preached up thar all 
is the King's; that his Will is our Law ; that all 
Grants :r2 but Acts of Grace ; that whatſoever 
he Commands, muſt be obey?d, either by Doing, 
or Suffering. EE, 

Of a like nature is thar childiſh Inſinuation, if 
not willfal Calamny, that we are not obedient 
to our Soveraign, becauſe he is God's Vice-gerent, 
and becauſe God hath obliged us to b* ſubject, 
not only for Wrath, bur for Conſcience ſake : And 
that we are Obedient and Loyal only, becauſe 
our Compliance advanceth our Deſigns, &c. This 
is a Machiavellian trick, and unworthy of a Dil- 
putant. 

Sir, I beſeech you conſider that we are about 
a caſe of Conſcience of greateſt concern to the 
whole Kingdom ; and uſe Arguments, or relate 
Authorities ; and do not act rhe part of a Slan- 
derer, inſtead of an Hiſtorian. For we take our 
ſelves to have as good a Conſcience in this matter 
as you, be you who you wil. And if we know 
our own Hearts, had no defign in this: great Re- 
volution, but delivering our ſelves, and our Po- 
ſterity trom Popery and Slavery. So much for 
the Preface. 

Let.us go on to the Introduttion. 

And here I agree with the Author about the 
Interpretation of the Counſel of our Holy Saviour, 
Sr. Matt. 7. 15, 16. who when he bids us to Be- 
ware of falſe Prophets, who come in Sheeps Clo- 
thing, but inwardly are ravening Wolves, cau- 
tions us, that we ſhall know them by their Fruzts. 
Thar is, not by the Fruits of their Lives, but of 
ther Doctrine. Now we ſay, the natural conſe- 
quences of Paſſive Obedience, when we have a 
willful or wicked Prince, are Arbitrary Power, 
Opprefſion, Tyranny, Popery, Slavery, Invalida- 
ting of Laws, Obſtructions of publick Juſtice, and 


any Grievance thar. can befall a Nation. I wiſh we 


had nor ſeen thefe Evils with our own Eyes. But 
then perhaps we ſhould have been hard pur ro-it 
to make this Author, and men of his Perfwaſion, 
to believe the many horrid Miſchiefs which plain- 
ly follow ſuch flattering Doctrine. 

Likewiſe I acknowledge, that if we would 
judge of the Doctrines of our Church, we muft 
conſult her Articles, Canons, publick Homilies, 
Publick Offices of Devotion, General Orders of 
her Biſhops, Cenfures of her Univerſities, and 
Writings of her Great Men, who have Vindica- 
red her Doctrine, and explained her Belief. 


Eproceed to the Firſt Chapter, accarding to this 


F4een. condemned as a 


method, which contains the DoCtrine of the 35 
Articles. 

Anno 1552. In the Convocation held at Lon- 
don, Articles of Religion were agreed upon, of © 
which the Thirty fixth runs rhus, 

The Civil Magiſtrate is Ordained and allowed 
of God, and therefore is to be Obeyed, not only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. And expreſly 
aſſerts, that the Biſhop of Rome hath no Furiſ+ 
dition in this Reaim of England. 

In the Articles of our Church under Queen 
Elizabeth, Anno 1562. it runs thus, and ſo con- 
tinues to this day. : 

The Queens Majeſty hath the chief Power in this 
Realm of England, and other her Dominitons, un- 
to whom the chief Government of all Eſtates of 
ths Realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical, or 
C:wvil, in all caſes doth appertain, and 1s noe, nor 
ought to be ſubjebt to any Foreign Furiſdifion. 

Anſw. Surely no man, who bears the name of 
a Proteſtant, ever denied this. Bur I imagine, 
that if Paſſive Obedience had been ſuch a peculiar 
and Characteriftical Dodtrine of the Church of 
tg as we have been perſwaded of late to 
believe, we ſhould have had an Article againſt 
Defenſive Arms in any caſe; and it would have 
1ous, ſedirious and rebel- 
hous-Principle, if it deſerved Damnation, as rhis 
Aurhor ſpeaks often times. I expected plain right 
dawn Engliſh to condemn ſuch wicked and dange- 
rous Doctrine, bur I find not one word abour ir 
in the Articles, nor can this Author. Which is 
ro me a ſtrong preſumption, that the firſt Refor- 
mers. medled not with this as an Article of Re- 
ligion. 

And this Author confeſſeth pag. 4. That this 
Doctrine is not limited to the particular caſe of 
Subjects raking up Arms. Well, bur it ſeems to 
him by two neceffary Conſequences to be deduced 
from 1Tt. 

'Ler us hear them. Firft, Becauſe zf the Pope, 
who pretends by Divine Right, had no power over 
Kings, much leſs have I People any Power, 
who pretend to an Inferior Right, that of Com- 
pa&.(As if by the way the-People had not a Divine 


right ro Defend themſelves : Which Law of Na- 


rure is certainly the Law of God unwritten, and 
is only in Man's Hearr. ) þ 
Secondly. Becauſe the Article makes no Di- 


ſtinion, but Excludes all other Power as well 


as that of the _ 

Anſw. All that the Article Diſclaims is the 
Ufurped Power of the Pope : And all that it de- 
clares is, the Supream Power of the King over all 

Perſons: 
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IX 


Perſons in his Dominions. But the firſt Refor- 
mers were not ſo ſenſeleſs as to ſpeak a word 
againſt the Peoples power of Self-preſervarion. 
And who among us faith, that the People have 
Power or Juriſdiction over their Prince, ( when 
we ſay thar they are not Rulers, or in Office ) 
'bur rhey have a Power of Self-preſervation ? And 
if a Prince ſeeks their Ruine cauſcleſsly, they 
may Defend themſelves by the Law of Narure, 
and compel him to keep his Covenant and Oath 
the good of the whole Kingdom being the en 
of all Government. And if they can no longer 
truſt him with their Safery, becauſe he hath will- 
fully broken his Promiſes, they may Elect one 
whom they can Trutt ; and they are not bound to 
bg Paſſive under Illegal Opprefiions. God Reſt 
the Soul of this Author for his honeſt ſimplicity 
and well-meaning ; bur I would gladly fee his 
Logick in Mood and Figure. For venly, I con- 
ceive, that no Conſciencious and Wiſe Man, who 
is for Paſſive Obedience, did ever dream that this 
Article denied Defenſive Arms. And for me it 
ſhall go for the peculiar Fancy of the Author. 
We ſay that the Power of the King is of God ; 
bur we ſay alſo that Originally they were Elected 
by the People. And Dr 
Thar it was probably fo ar firſt in this Nation. 
But we fay that it was certainly ſo, not only in this, 
bur in all the Kingdoms of rhe World. See Po- 
lydore Virgil, the Book called the Mirror, Bra- 
Hon, Forteſeue, &c. And for 2970 years, or 
thereabours, { as Chronelogers compure ) that 
is, from Adam to Rehoboam, there was no Lineal 
Deſcent, or Hereditary Succeſſion among God's 
own People. And ir muft be confeffed by all, 
That if the Royal Line ſhould fail in any Kingdom, 
there muſt be Election, for God doth not now 
work Miracles, nor ſend extraordinary Prophets to 
Anoint Kings ; but he whom the People in ſuch 
caſe would chaſe, is God's Anointed, and to him 
all owe Obedience. I ſhall ſay no more at this 
time abour this firſt Chapter : Only I cannot bur 
obſerve, rhat though this Author pretends to the 
Meekneſs and Spirit of Chriſt Feſus, yer. he 13 
very prone to Calumniate his Antagoniſts. For 
who ever of our fide in his Wits, ſaid, that the 
People are the Interpreters of the meaning of rhe 
Laws, as he ſpeaks p. 4. Andif any ever faid, that 
the Parliament, the Repreſentatives of the People, 
and rhe Higheſt Court of rhe Kingdom, are rhe 
eters of the meaning of rhe Laws, it muſt 
be underſtood with ſuch Exceprions as theſe, Thar 
they have not Arbitrary Power ; That they are 
not Infallible ; That they muſt be guided by 


. Fern acknowledgeth,* 


s tas no* be ET" nt 


right Reaſon, &c. But there needs no great Con- 
ſulration in caſe of Univerſal Oppreffion: (In 
which caſe alone we juſtifie Defenhve Arms ) for 

It isa thing ſenſible, and we have Experience of 
ir, or feel it, and cannot deny our Senſes, but 
are foreed as ſenſible Creatures, ro complain and _ 
defire the Redreſs of our Grievances. 2 
_ I goonto Chapter II. which contains the In- 
junctions and Canons. 

Nothing but blind Zeal ro maintain a Party 
that a Man hath eſpouſed, could move the Author 
to produce the Injunctions and Canons, made in 
the time of Edward the VI. and Queen Eliza- 
beth, as aſſerting Paſſive Obedience, or condemn- 
ing Defenſive Arms in ſome caſe ; for all Ortho- 
dox Divines acknowledge every rittle to be true ; 
and they overthrow the Pope's Supremacy in Eng- - 
land, and all Foreign Juriſdiction. Bur the firſt 
Reformers of our Church had more Wiſdom and 
Moderation than ro Condemn their Brethren of 
the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, when 
both Luther and Calvin juſtified Defenſive Arms. 
And ſurely every wiſe and conſiderate Reader muſt” 
needs Laugh at the Ponney Folly and Weakneſs 
of this Author, to infer from theſe Injunctions 
and Canons, that Paſſive Obedience was the Cha- 
raQteriſtical Mark of the” Churchy of Eng'/and in, 
thoſe days. He is Pur-blind with Prejudice, and 
ſo now the Sun ſhines bright and. clear, he is ber-. 


rer pleaſed with the OwL-light. of his own Ima- - _ 


gination. Surely we receive theſe Injunctions 
and Canons as the beginning of Reformarion, - 
with Hearrs fullof Joy. And I am fully of Opi- 
ion, that Henry VIII began art the Root, when 
he renounced the Pope's Supremacy. * _. | 
> Burtkerus hear the Doctrine of the Injunctions 
and Canons. 
In theInfancy of the Reformation, under Hen- 
79 VE. ( for there I begin the Reſtoration” of 
Religion to her purity in this Kingdom, as Dr. 
Burnet doth ) Anno 1536. Injunctions were If- 
ſued our: The firſt of which is, That every Mar 
that hath Cure of Souls, ſhall for the Eſtabliſhing 
and Confirmation of the Kint's Authority and 
Furiſadietion, ſincerely declare, manifeſt a:4d open 
for the ſpace of one quarter of a Tear next en 
uing, once every Sunday, and after that at lea,z © 
_ wiſe twice every Quarter in their Sermons and 
' other Collations, That the Biſhop of Rome's 
Uſurped Power and Furiſdiftion having no Eſta-- 
 bliſhment or Ground in the Law Y Gd, was of 
moſt juſt cauſe, taken away and A oiſhed— And 
'that-the King's Power in his Dominions, is the 
Higheſt Power and Potentate under Gn. to 
EAI ts fPPoR 
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whom all Mew within the fame -Donnnons, by 


- "Gods Command owe mojt Loyalty and Obedience, 


afore and.above ail other Potentates on Earth. 


'- Tam fofar from diſowning any of this, that I 
-wiſh it had bzen every Week publiſhed in every 


Market Town in the Reign of King Fames IL. 
We always abhorred rhe Ulurpations of the Biſhop 
of Rome : And we always owned the King's Lawtul 
Power and Authority. Bur we fay, that it a wing 
is refolye&r0 Subject usto a Forreign Power, an 

to Diſpenſe with all Laws made for our Security, 
L'berty-and Property, and the Eitabliſhed Reli- 


\ gion, we may hinder- him from Curring , our 


Throats, and Defend our felves. And this 1s net- 
ther R:beition nor Refiitance,, properly fo called ; 
but Natural, Self preſervation, . againit the Freaks 
and prodigious Melancholy Firs of a raging and 
beaſtly Tyrant, who with greatelt Ingratitude 
would devour Frients as well as Foes. 

Bur ter us ſee his Inference p. 5. Now 2f the 
King be above. all other Powers,. then he cannot 


' be Accountable to ary other Power, and ſo ought 


z0t to be Reſiſted. | 

_An{w. He thar reſiſts the Luſt of a Tyrant, re- 
fiſts no Power, as hath been faid often ; becauſe 
neither God nor Man gave him ſuch Power. And 


"though the King is above all Power, and it 1s not 


for_me to meddle with the King's Prerogatives, 
or the Parliaments Priviledges, yet I may, fafely 
fay,. He 1s not above Law, -which makes, hin 
King, as I ſhall ſhew. anon our of, the Fragments 
of Mr. Hooker's Eighth Book.” And it 1s a, Sen- 
rence worthy to be written in Letters of Gold, 
which I find, ('E:i%. Bagia Sect. 5:2. 31. with, 
me ) King Charles the. Firſt.-mentioned,” More 
than-the Law gives me 1 would not have,and leſs 
the mieaneſt bo [bold nor. And ler me remind 
the Auithor.that he ſaith in the Preface,thar he only 
doth the office of an Hiſtorian; and-intended not 
to promote any Diſturbance. Bur here and elſe- 
where. he cannot forbear his own Inferences, how 
unreaſonable ſo ever the «4 i 0 

Again he faith, The InjunQions of the Lord 
Cromwell, Edward VL and Queen Elizabeth, 
Plainly diſtinguiſh the Claim of the Pope from 
other Claims, implying, That our Church always 


8 believed that her Princes Power was derived 
" ammediately from God, and that they were Supe- 


rior to all their Subjefs, either Singly, or Col- 
letively, and ſo were not accountable to them, 
but only to God. WG 

Anſw. No Mans private inferences and Opinions 
are the Doctranes of the Church: The Injuncti- 
ons and Canons have left ſuch a Latirude, thar 
both Sides approve; Likeas'the 17th. Article is of 


—_ 


? 


ſuch a latirnde,that both Calviniſts and Arminrans 
ſubſcribe with Cheerfulneſs and a-good Conſcience. 
And this I rake robe.great Wiſdom in our firit Re- 
formers. I wiſh thoſe Biſhops rhar Succeeded them 
had been as wile at 21! times. For let this Author 1, 
magine what he pleaſerh, private Opinions, when 
urged as Doctrines of the Church, or made Cha- 
racteriitical Marks of the Chnrch, -have-been re 
cauſe of all Diiturbances in the Chtitfian World. 
We all believe that the King's Power 1s of God ; 
but thar any ' one form of Regiment, is derived 
immediately from Go1, is -no Doctrine of our 
Church, nor of- any. Church ; and is the tir(t fal- 
ſhood in political Government 3: as I have, ſhewed 
elſewhere. All Kings receive their, power Medi- 
ately by the People: And -Mr. Hooker faith; tho 
he 18 /i251/7s Major, yer he 1s univer/ts Minor. 
Bur my opinion 1s, this is according to-the Con- 
{tirution of every Kingdom, though no People 
can-give away the right of Self-preſervation. 

I am wearv of this Cuckow rane always the 
fame-thing. In ſhorr, the Canons of the Church 
of England are Innocent -in this matter: And L 
would juſtifie our Church ; bur the Guilt of ſome 


d the Peeviſhneſs of others, will not ſuffer me. 
i as theſe may call me. an' Apoſtate and 
Pr 


terian, perhaps only becauſe they are a-' 
ſhained ro confeſs their own Guilt, I profeſs my 
ſelf as.true a Son of the Church of England as. 
any. Man . in England. And I always was, and 
am at this.day; for: Monarchy, Epſcopacy and. 
Liturgy, as Eſtabliſhed'by Law.. And-I humbly 
ſubour: in all things of Order, Decency and Go- 
vernment, to the Fathers of the Church, and ro- 
the King and Parliament. Ahd ler Men ſunk-in 
Prejudice lay what they will, this was always the' 
Judgment of rhe Proteſtant Emg/sſh:Church.. If 
our Governors -think fit to change things 1 their 
own nature changeable, every Subjz& is bound in 
Conſcience to ' Obey. | If they: think -not; fir, be 
things as they are, I am contented. Ks 

- Now as for the Canons of 'the.year 1640, I con- 
fels they have a ſpice of Innovation. Anda; (I 
hope withour offence to any Impartial confiderer: 
of thoſe days): That Arbitrary Power, began to- 
creep upon Us. ., And Arch-biſhop Laud: and his 


Parry, nor the Purztans and their Party, are not to/ 


be juitified.in all things, And here I make my 
Appeal; to, Ry/hworth's Collections, -or any other 
impartial Record of thoſe times. Bur T- think: 
the. Author had berter have buried theſe things 
in Silence. For how they, rend to the Credit of 
the Church of England, T do not underſtand, and- 
I need not deſcant upon them. 


Let, | 


LY 


c- 


\ Dectrine of the Homilics. 

Here I ſhall not ſay with Mr. Mountague, (Ap- 
. peal. p. 260.) I will admit the Homilies, as con- 
taining certain Godly and wholfom Exhortations ; 
bur not as publick Dogmarical Reſolutions, Con- 
firmed of the Church of England. They have 
not Dogmartical Pofitions or Dotrines to be 
propngned and ſubſcribed! in all and every point. 
They may ſeem to ſpeak ſomewhat too hard, 
and ftrerch ſome ſayings beyond the uſe and 


practice of the Church of England. 


But with this Author I will account them ad- 


- mirable Sermons made by our firſt Reformers, as 


the Body of practical Diviniry, and the Confura- 
tions of*rhe Errors and Idolarries of the Church of _ 
Rome, &c. | 

And by the way I am Glad that the Homilies 
are allowed to confure the Idoltries of the Church 
of. Rome, Becauſe nor long ſince divers for 
Paſſive Obedtence and Non-rejiſtance, denied that 
there was any Idolatry in the Church of Rome, fb 
the great Scandal of our Mother the Church of 


land. 
we premiſed, I affirm thar if Mens though 
may be known w their words, Dr. Welw. ( 
rer to Mr. March, p. 10.) might well fay, 


ing the Henulies. 
Firſt, Becauſe the-words Paſſive Obedience are 
Hor in the Homulies. 


to the Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, whe- 
ther in this caſe Defenſive Arms are not Lawful 2 
Now we ſay, the Compilers of the Homilies never 
x fades this : Neither are the words, Defenſive 
Arms are Unlawful, in the Homilies. 

Thirdly, becauſe in thoſe days the Writings of 

Divines of the Foreign Reformed Churches, 

in which'Defenſive Arms were Juſtified, were ap- 
proved, and publickly printed and owned by rhe 
Univerſities, or at leaſt not publickly Cenfured : 
As Calvin's Inftitunons, all Luther's Works, and 
the Writings of Peter Martyr, &c. 

And welay, that in popular Sermons, fitted to 
the Capacities of the Common people, many zea- 
lous and hyperbolical 1s may be allowed, 
and favourably Interprered, eſpectslly againſt thoſe 
horrid Crimes of Sedition and Rebellion, which 
yet would ſcarce paſs in Dogmarical Decifions. For 
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” Let us go on to Chap. II. which contains the rheſs latter require 
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dry Reafon, and plain Scripture? | 
without Rhetorications, or Metaphorical Expretit- 
ons, Allufions, or Illuſtrations. 

I will pura Caſe. Suppoſe the Late King ſhould 
have ſent three or four Officers of his itanding 
Army to a Noebleman's Houſe, with a Commitlt-. 
on or-Command to cut the Throars of his- Chil- 
dren, Wife, and his Own; and theſe Officers ſhould 
have ſach wicked Hearts as to endeavour. to ac+ 
compliſh this Villany : If in this "caſ&the Noble- 
man may defend himſelf by force of Arms again't 
theſe Cut-throats, and call in his Neighbours to 
help him ; then thoſe phraſes'in the Homilies, In 
no caſe ro Reſiſt ; In any caſe it is not Lawful ; 
we may not in any Wiſe withſtand Violently, 6c. 
muſt admit of the ſenſe rhat I put upon them. 
{ And molt affuredly thofe Blefſed Authors of Re- 
formation abhorred ſuch bruitiſh Tyranny. ) 

And if this Author will nor recanr this difinal 
Doctrine in the vaſt extent rhereof, he muſt be 
in a deep Melancholy, and fitter for Dark Rooms, 
than to Converſe with Humane Sociery. 

Again, I muſt confeſs, that the moſt barbarons, 
impudenr, and brazen-fac'd Murder of our Royal! 
Martyr King Charles 1he Firtt, a Prince of moi 


xexcellent Virtues, and of ever bleſſed Memory, 
could do go leſs than provoke every Loyal Sub- 


in Parliament to make a moſt Severe and 
ealous Declaration abour raking Arms againſt 
the King. But I believe in my Conſcience this 
Declaration never intended to ve us, or ne- 
yer affirmed that if the King will cur our Throats, 
we way not defend our ſelves by the Law of Na- 
rure. So that my Interpretation muſt rake place, 
thar the Phraſes are not meant abſolurely m the 
utmoſt Extremity : For this would be to fuppoſe 
that the People of Eng/and had choſen for their 
R tatives in Parliament, men reſolved to 
make rhem Slaves, and not to preſerve Liberry and 


Property. 


This, with the DiftinCtions before uſed, is a ſaf- 


ficient Anſwer ro any Man who hath no mind re. * * 


be Obſtinate and Cavil, but contends for Truth.” * 
not for Victory. Not to fay that Biſhop Fews/, * - 
and withour prerence of Contradiction, Dr. Bi/fou 
acknowledged Defenſive . Arms Lawful in ſome” 
caſe, in thoſe very days, and when he purpoſely 

handled the Subject or Conroverſie. | 
Obſerve alſo-rhe time, when the Homilies were: 
made. They were compoſed in the happy Reigny 
of Edward VI. and Queen E/:7abeth; in whoſe 
days there was no fear of Popery, or Arbitrary 
Power, on their parts; though ſome Befotted 
Priefts and People, that hatred ro'be Reformed; 
R might 


Ts 


| _ Rebel againſ Moſes and-Aaron, and defire 

to return back into E- yp+rcan Bondage and Sla- 
very - And the Homilics were made c'iely tro 
[ip ſuch ro. Peice and Obedicace to rheir 

wiul Sup-riors, whom God had fer over then, 
| and to ſhew them the Heinouſne's of Rebclling 
'8gainit them: And. may now with much profit 
be read to perf; wade al! good Chriiiian people of 


Filiem and Q:5en Marr, whom G's mo:t 
Gacious providence hath pliced gn the Throne. 

I deſcend to Chapter IV. which contains the 
Do&rine of rhe Liturgy. 

Though I do-not equal the Liturgy with the 
Word of God;-nor take it to b= abfolutely. unalte- 


| Thave elſewhere exprefſed my ſelf ) It I ſhould. 
ay, that. there is no. Church on Earth, which 
orſhips God and Chriſt with greater Purity, 
Najeſty, Reverence, and expreilions- of Devorion, 
thanthe Engliſh Proteſtant , n0- - Man- could con- 
fure me. Puricdlacty no Church in rhe World 
_ -more Zealouſly for Kings and Governors. 
And what this. Aurher. procuce® our. the Li- 


Wrgy \ Was - never AE 5 ne jſ Prin; ; 
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7th, coming 10 God's Med W 
and Qrdinance and we pray. God that.the 
7 cur off all "(eh ers of Iniquity, as turn 


into Rebellion; and Faith mto Faction; 
cech God. to accept of our unfeigned 
Oblarn of our ſelves, © rp .all Holy obedience - 


> that all mundo of what rl fo-. 


Enz land, to Honour Revercnce and Ob 'y King 


rab!e. { nor doth the Church ) yet I am of this 
Author*s mind, That itis the moit excellent Body 
of publick prayers that the World owns : Or, (as- 


* Ei a png TERS 
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{ - tiful his: Anointed. Servants, and.: 
| to their + for ever. 


-Pyned, wherein 
<: 
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WO the Lrarey, he infers, that the Lirnepy 
is for Paſſ vo O. .d:ence. B.r i '© Very MENLIONy 
ing of rhi's, . is fuFcient Co: cation ; anu ſhows: 

tat the Author hid more Z-al rhan Kn »wledge. 
Ang pray,Reader obſerve, that tne Worus Paſjive 
O/:d1..:c2 aſſerted, and Defen; ive 41:28 condems 
ned, or _ like, are not once to be found, either 
in the Articles, or 1n the Jnjonctions ar Cinons, 
or” 1n t'e Homies; of in the Lirurgy. From 
whence I inter, that it was not th? gs 240 of the 
firlt Reformers much le's a Characteriitical mark 
of a Son of the Church of Eng aud. 

To anſwer all his Authoritics were endleſs, tho 

I think many of them are nothing to. the pur- 
poſe. And the General Rules pre'cribed ja the 
beginning of th.s D:\courſe will {i and the- 
Learned Reader may make Application of them 
without. Difficulty. 


Wherefore, I ſhall on! obſerve what the Ay- 
thor confeſſeth c the Meck, Wie, .and ever re- 
nowned Hooker, p. WM In this (i. Q. Eizaberl%s} 
Reign, Mr. Hooker publiſhed his Jugicious 
of Eccleſiaſtical Polity. From the firft of which 
we _ #bc confeſſed, b. is obſerved, thar be 

s the F of ie Ir or 1n Iz 

Lat he lowing the-Schogls roo £ 

Wc, 


And here by th gh tel wp | iſo 
was a great loyer, CY-. 
wrongs the Great Philoſopher : For | 


me to he a. loer of Monarcoy, bl w/o 
ww rem an EleCtive K; , Sce his. 
glities; nook 14. 
But be wer "mille vs Lot 1k the 
- Sehoolmen, Mr. Hookere.gre al nn this 
Carre if Mt Me Hook Eighth von o Aurher 
ers 
tick, as Publiched by Dr. Srdes 18 of Exe- 
ecr, I defire no; dexter Authority. See þ þ.. 199, Ie. 
He mentions and approyes.the old. 4-3 Attrie 
buat Rex Y 81,4 es 2 note "per, 
Deo 
Gn, v.efſe ſu refed 


fon, t (Rags ne pdges bo. b 
. their a any. 
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thoſe Kings have Srpremacy, *f3r. Tr Earle bien Diſtontawed, Lewd and Udgoreembſe Men, for 


deelared 2l.cady- m general how 7. b& Ein 
bliſhed Nominion is, where the Ex:: ot.1 not 
Rule the King, Er. 

Ag1in, p. 102. Every T 1:pen:'evr mulrirnde 
beiore any certain form of B-yi wn E.voiilbed, 
hath under Gd, SSp:cam Atihority, ill Domi- 
nion over it ſelf. even as a max not tied with the 
Bud of Subje ton as yer: unto any other, hath 
over bimſeli rhe like power, ©c. And, p. 193. 
That which we (peak of Kings, ſhall be in reſpect 
of thc Stare, anu accordirg to re niture of this 
Kingdom, where the People are in no Subjction, 
but {fuck as willngly themſelves have conte'cen- 
ded une for Unir own mok behoot and Scen- 
rity. Ir King 'oms therefore of this Qualiy. rhe 
H:g:eft Governor hath indeed Univerſal Domi- 
m:on, but wh depemiency vpon that whole in- 
tire Body, over reſevcrat parcs whereof he hath 
Dowiinion : So Yiir It ſtanderly for an Axiom in 
this caſe. the King is 21: or Granly, Wart: ite N= 
yer.&c Aga's, /. 155. The Axjams of our Regal 
Gorernment are theſe,L-x Fact KR am Nx nul 
poteſt nefi quod jive; pereſt. Fo 

E hope no man for the future, will deny that 
Mr. Hooker is of, my Opinisn, that 1 Gorey 


ment is Founded in Cov : 


EF have further Occafion. 
I fkull at preſent only deſire rwo thisgs of this 
Author. Fipft, I beg of bim to ſhew bow all 
have received Power immediately froga 

30d: For I cannot apprehend his meanprg: - 


Second!/y, In what manner the Lon, Ppt 


dence ( of which he peaks) are to bc 
in Governing the Kingdoms of the Earth. Ler 
him ptaiply and fincere'y declare bis Judgment in. 
theſe two Propoſitions. and then we may po.iibly 
come to a right Underſtanding Far ver!y-thete 
Notions feem to me like 4: #ot/s*s Occult Qua- 
lives, or to border upon a RIA: 
And now to cenejude, Farm fo confident of the 
truth of ey Principles "that I bave; and will Sa- 
C'iCe all that is Cear to Man for them : I am ſure 
they tend to the Gary of Go??, the I« 
of the rruve Religion, the Hogour and Safery of 
the King and Royal Family, and the happ/neis. 
and weltare of my Native Country: A:6 if we 
may juilge Priac:ples to be trac by their good 
Praits, we {-e the generality of the Nation very 
well pleaſed, Fearng God. and Hmouring the 
King. Andit *e hve agy Murmarers they are 
Jeckired Paps/is. of Soals ſeducee and corrupted 
by rhe falſe Principle of . Paſſive Oveuscnce, or 


I ot'1cr Proreftants give and the King thanks 
07 this DI-verarice. Audthough we haverthe vaſt 
C::arge of a French Wat,” and- great and fore In- 
conv: aicncies that attend d:vers particular Perſons: - 
riiereby,” 1 ct no mari of Sceriſe. cam be ignorant; 
toa Wr' cannor be maintained without Money. 
Ad therefore all ProteYant Subjedts and” good 
C\rif.ians, "bear rhe Ca'g] freely  withour any: 
B 'conear, hoping and/praying that God would 
gve Succe's ts bs Mijeftics Armics, and Naval 
Forces; and that he wowld abate the Pride of 
thar Monarc1, who- hath bzen the ' Scourge of 
Chriſtendens. DO 

And theug' 1 will not ſay, that this Author de- - 
figae.| to move Sedition by this Hiftory ; yer (if he- 
_ not fatisve his _ ha 90 and Swear 

egrance to King {iam and Queen: Mary ) 
I tivn'< he might —_ ſpared his great pains in this 
namerous:Colf-Atian of Teltimonics: For ſure'y 
this Hifory doth not tend ro the Reputation of 


. ſome of the late Doctors of the Chureh of Eng- 


lan, and F have fh:i9c3 rhat the firſt Reformers 
preac'ud no {uct DoCtrine: Infomuch that Icould 


m1gine The Author of this Hiftozy to- be ſome 
+Sub.le Fee, perfonating a anr, on pur- 
poſe ro #xp9( the 


Nakedneſs of late Div: 


| q 
way to thar which I am ſure they Abhorred, Po» 
p2+y, and Arbitrary power. Burt this, which hath © 
been tac Bin* of the King and Nation, and the — 
Incendiary of all parties. 18 now ont of Doors: 
,we.have a Gracious Soveraign whom God 
aiſle vpin our great Difirels, in pitry to his 

, and Mearey to this Land. Woaen the 
Poprſb Enemy would cone in like aFlod, the 
Spirits of the Lord hach lift up a Standard againit 
him. Aad oar wins our Deliverer irom hea 
vy Burthcns ; .our Reiorner of great Corrupti* 
_ the Phyfician of..a Dieaſed- Church and 7 


te. | 

And if-ſome {i:tle Men Muraver- againft Mo- 
ſes and Aaron, (like Carab and his Company } Ir 
is becauſe rhey prefer £g2yptia2 Onions to the 
Daintirs of Canaan. I hope the time is at hand, 
when Men may uſe this ſpeech in Engiand, con» © 
ccrning: the Stare, The Lord bigſs thee, O Habi» 
tati9% Of Fuſtice: And concerning. the Church, ; 
The Lo d bieſs thez, © Mouncazs of: Holineſr, 2 
And it was t:1e prayer of -2 good Man, that this 
Parliament .( the repaircr of Breeches; the reito- 


rer of Paths-to- dwell in-) by Loyalty to- their | 
Majeities ; F:dehiy to the Kingdom, and Zeal to - 


Reitgion, may be..the joy of many CO 


| erfwade my ſelf, that he Loves and Ho- 
rs the King moſt, and fixeth the Crown Im- 
 moveably upon him and his Poſteriry, that wiſh- 
* eth and endeavoureth for theſe things, though he 
renounce Paſſive Obedrence. 
I am very ſenſible, that they who juſtific a 
En Droccotings are in no great danger, tho 
. peaks againſt Y, 
- - If he flips in the leaſt, hath preſently Adverſarics 
that aggravate his humane Frailries. ( For who 
Errs not in ſome things ? ) : 
Again, Truth in this Controverfe muſt be 
handled with all care and circumſpection imagt- 


TO 


nable, leſt we give Offence. Whereas, they who 
plead for the King, though never fo weakly, are 
bold, and never Condemned for careleſs Exprefli- 
ons. I may run great hazard in ſpeaking trcely, 
though it be Truth. Bur think a flaviſh Life is 


not worth -enjoying. I am for no Peace with 


ts 
end 


Rome : But may God's Church and the E 
Government for ever proſper. And I - 
with the ſaying of St. Auguſtin, 


Domine Deus, quecunq; dixi, de tno, agnoſ- 
cant & tus: Siqua de meo, S& eu on 
& tui. - Amen, 


